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GOVERNMENT. 


FOR 


The Good'of the FOOR, y 


AND® 
The Wealth of the Nation. EB" 


/. ©.» With fuck s Method and Taſpedlion, ul 2b 
That Fraods, Corruption ia Officers, Abies tothe Poor, 
Il Adridifiifiration of MateHials; &r. therein may be prevented, 


The Stock rais'd atid preſerved; all got 
Childrcn for ever cornfortably Provided fo 


ployed,. all oppreſſed heat | 
Os be he wo wry poor Prilor 


» bill, As allo 
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A Model of Government for the Publick Wor- 
" king-Alms-houſes, lately Propoſed to be Ercfted in each 
Cqunty, Oc 


Aving ſome time ſince humbly offered to the grave 
and wh ey bo. 2 Supream Authority 

,  afoxclaid, Jopolſals- tor Promoting. and ſpeed 
.  Pexfedtin £2 innen- ManufaQture ; by which _ 
Ends before-mentioned may infallibly be ac- 
compliſh'd, ard more than Ten hundred thouſand 
Annum (ſaved to the Nation as is plainly demonſtrated 
by what I taſt printcd, intituled Propoſals for building a W, orking Alms- 
bouſe in every | wy &c. Sold by Mr. Harford at the Angel in Corn- 
y 4 ſingle Sheet, intituled, Proviſion for the Poor : Both 
to be hadat Mrs. Waltons at the foot of the Parliamenttairs. Wherc- 
in I give an account of a Spinning-Engine of my own Invention 3 
by which a Childe of Four or Five years of age, may leam to ſpin, 
and: carn_ Three pence a day, cater. than a Childe of Seven or Eight 
ears old now'; and others Nine pence a day, caſter than Six pence a 

day without it. FT. | 

* . But findiug ſtill ſome very judicious perſons, after they have highly 
expreſt their Approbation of ſuch my Propoſals in the main, at the 
fame time declaring, That they muſt oppoſe me, unleſs I could*pro- 
poſe ſuch a method of Government in thoſe Work-hqules as the Na- 
tiqn may be ſecured of theſe four things, viz. The Country from be- 
Ing cheate&of their Money raifed for ErcRing apd Famiſhing ſuch 
Houſes3- the-Poor from being abufed ; Knaves and unfit Perſons from 

being Officers and bearing Rule; and Juſtice from being wreſted, ſo 
'as not to redreſs Grievances and puniſh Offenders. | 
To which I anſwer, Phat the beſt or Models may in ſome 
meaſure be abuſed 3 but it will not therefore follow, That with a de- 
firuQive careleſſneſs we ſhould negleR; what appears of certain uſe 
and profit, but rather to Regulate things ſo by the beſt of humane 


prudence, that they may as little as.is imaginable be obnoxious tothe 


inconveniencies of 


- 


raud and Ill-adminiftration. The particular method 
to 
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1to | ods oh ra whe of he whacked ah 
<} tocontrive the ſame yet lince it ſeems \v/far from-me,chat 

without it my als are oppoſed, [ with all {: * tO 


— better ts, humbly offer, A of Government 'of ſuch: 
Worki Lay mr far as concerns the preſervation of the Stock 


Z raiſed, p- prevention of frauds and corruptions'irr Officers): which! 


92 F conceive will remove all ag of atiy the-Four before-men- 
* tioned Miſchicts. That ſo all Judicious Perſons 'piouſly diſpoſed for 
{ this Good and Publick Buſineſs,may be ſatisfied before I move further 
for the proſecution of it. As thus : 
Since all Pariſhes are to contribute to this Work,” and every Pari- 
ſhoner is concerr'd in the Charge, and may reap Benefit by it, it- ho- 


neltly managed 3 therefore becauſe it cannot be 'ſ{imppoſed, that any. 


people will cheat or injure themſelves, let each in every Pariſh 
be concern'd in or about the Governmenr and inſpe&ion heroyl, as: 
follows. 


1. That it be Enacted, That all Contributing Pariſhioners,or "a grea-" 
teſt part of them, meet Quarterly in their own Pariſh, and Eleti One or 
more 4s their Repreſentatives or Delegates for this Infpeftion , and ſo every 
Pariſh to chuſe and ſend their Repreſentatives every Buarter of the year, 
to inſþedt the ſtate of that Alms-howſe or Hoſpital ts which they do belong. 
Each Pariſh neglefing to Ehuſe, or RC _ neglefting ( wnleſs in 
caſe of Sickneſs ) to give bis attendance at the time to forfeit 

to the Treaſury of the ſaid Hoſpital. ” Each entive to be allow- 

ed 2 $.6d. a day by his Pariſh for the time he is out on this Affair on 

Horſeback, and 1 s. 6 d. being out on Foot 3 d that none continue. 

' ot above fix or ſeven days at one time. Or if this ſeem too burthenſome, 
tip0,three, or more ſmall Pariſhes may joyn to this Parrpoſe as one. 


2, That theſe Repreſentatives of each Pariſh, fontes | 
© foll-Power 20 gow -t paige! 5 er Frans ,ory apr dre 
ad Offices and Officers : To ſee and inquire into the welfare of their 
het ve Parifhi mers, who are ſent thither, and ſee they be not abuſed or 

* diſcouraged : To hear and redreſs all their Grievances, corre and reform 


ol Diſorders: To call each Officer and Traftee to an Account, and to con-. + 


rinxe them in their Office or taern thent out, (rpg ey is 
: &s often a they judge neceſſary. - To whic 
; themſelves ito rs Rs oh wg 
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3+ That all men-in this alt, be of equal. Amthority, aud no 
one perſon over-rule the yeſt 1, ang! to that purpoſe that therr Chairman con- 
tinxe but for one day, and ſo dayly whilſt they ſit 2 new one to be choſen by 
themſelves : And who ſhall alſo, before they are admitted, oblige them- 
ſelves by.Oath or ſolemn Promiſes, To do thoſe things that are juſt and ho- 
xeſt To ſuffer no wrongs or injuries. to paſſ uncorrefied : To do nothing 
for favour or prejudice : But tc performs all that lies in his pareer for the 
Safety and pmblick, good of the $toth and Houſe z and to give a jujt and 
true Account tothe Pariſh at his return, when they ſhall call for it, 

4. That no known Drunkard, Gamsſter, Swearer, rude or diſorderly 
perſon, ſhall be permilited ta have gy Office in that Government \, but that 
for the Encouragement of fneb as are ſent to the; Hauſe to earn their Li- 

wing, all mferinur Offices on Places of preferment, may be conferr'd on ſuc! 
of the Houſe as moſt deſerve, if capavle, 

5. That if it be known any perſon or perſons, direcily or indivecily, bath 
given or taken any Bribe or Fes, or offercd ſo to tlo,, in order to 0%tain or 
oonfer' any Office or Truſt, or do improve bis Intereſt to. promote or continite 
any Drunkard, Gameſter, vr diſhoneſt ſcardaious pa in Offce 1 that 
then every ſirch perſon ſhall thenceforth for &er be incapable of hrving or 
holding any office in the ſaid Workbouſes, or giving any Vote emcorning toe 
ſame in any Aſſembly Parochial or Repreſentative. 

6. That the Aﬀembly of Repreſentatives bave power to injayu all Off - 
cer aud Truſtees, erther by oath or ſolemn” Promiſe, That they ſhall aft ac- 
cording ta. ſach Rntles and Orders 6s ſhall: be agreed on in the ſaid Aſſoms + » 
bly : That they ſhall not conceal any-rorongs or 4 practices in any cone 
cern'd in the Government, bitt diſcoper the ſame to the next Aſſembly : 
That they ſhall every Bunarter give a fair and juſt Account to that Aſſem- 
bly of alh Mabgys.by thent received 09 dighurs d,..zvhat Goods they buy or 

ſell, and'the- iter; and. prices. ant what Goods. or Money they have 
in their. corftody.e::. And that any ont Breach. of ſuch ther Oath or: Prawiſe 
herein, f#all:be panifht as in the Caſe. of Perjury > and beſides, the offender 


* 20 make ſatis fattion for what by bath detained, imbexilled, or defrauded, 


29 the: Houſe or thoſt that intruſted him, | [am 

7.1 That furthe building and firſt fhecking Suok Workouſer, every Pariſh 
ayd Rariſhkyy unizeid. 48 aforeſaid; fhall' ( til. the ſame are, finiſht,. aud. 
Governmeds ſettled) ſend ſuch their Repreſentatives every fortnight or four + 
weeks, who ſhall carry the proportion of Money payable thereunto by ſugh 


' Pariſhes. reſpeFively. And that all Expenditors, Overſeers, and Truſtees 


imployed 
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imployed for carrying on the W Y'2) be cheſen by ſuch ns _ 
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and be accountable to them every fortnight, till the Houſe be finiſht and 
ſettled as aforeſaid. | 

This method of Government or Inſpe&tion I humbly offer as moſt 
ſafe, becauſe from Head to Foot the interelt of one Member hath its 
dependance on the ather. .. Intereſt is a thing that goyerns all people 
m the World, both good and bad. A good man knows *tis his grea- 
teſt intereſt to live honeſtly and uprightly- in the ſight of God and 
man becauſe they he believes a blething attends him, A bad man, 
though ſo. fooliſh as not to regard his future happineſs, will yet a& 
honelily too, when it-is for his advantage fo to do, Now according 
to the Conſtitution of the Government here preſcribed, every mans 
Intereſt is link'd together. As, 

1, *Tis the Intereſt of each Pariſh to cleft honeſt Repreſentatives, 

2. *Tis the intcre(t of theſe Repreſentatives to aCt righteous things, 
and <le&t honeſt Truſtees, not onely becaule if they betray their Tyuſt 
for Favour, Bribcs, or Prejudice, they axe in danger of puniſhment 
and diſhonopr 3' but alſo becauſe their own private intereſt lies at 
ſtake in the common intereſt of the Parilhes. 

3. *Tis the intereſt of the Officers and truſtees, whether honeſt men 


or Kknavcs, to do honeſtly ; becauſe then- they may continue in their: 


Places of xeaſonable profit 3 but'if they do otherwiſe under ſo many 
Eyes, and ſuch frequent Inſpe@ions, they cannot hope tggonceal their 
Miſdemeanodrs, and then muſt be ſcvercly corrected, amtl pay dearly 
for it. 


Thus much for the Form of Government rclating, to the eleQtion - 


and qualification of Governours 3. ] fhall now adde afew words cons 
cervig the pexſous to be governed, the rather for that] hnde our de- 
ſigne abuſiycly repreſented, as ik we intended theſe Houſes to be pla« 
ces of flavery, and to keep people thexe all their lives 3 whereas I pro» 
poſe onely this ; ' 1: 5/16 
= TI: That the Children of all poor people, who are chargeabl #9 
the Paziſh, be without abuſe ewployed in theſe Houſth at faux or five 
years old and upwards 3 and-all impotent people having, one hand to- 
work, and ſuch-that can make uſe of their Legs, though' no Hand; 
who cannot earn their living #t home and all others that are charge- 


able, unleſs, it. be marcied people having Children , not deligning, 


ko part Man and Wie, as ſome Oppoſers do ſuggeſt, _. 
2, That 
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2, That the Men-childrerf fd up in theſe Houſes, have their 
liberty togo to Trades or Service in Husbandry, &c. when they come 
to the age of 13 or 14 ytarsz and the Maiden-children to have like 
liberty, if they pleaſe, at the ſame age, to go to learn Honſewitry,&c. 

- 3. That all Beggars, Vagrants, &«c, who have no Habitation,, nor 
will carn their livings in any lawful Employment, be placed there. 

4. That all dangerous perſons, Criminals, #c. whom the Law 
condemns to be hang'd, &c. ( except in the Caſe of Murder and 
Treaſon ) eſpecially ch as are guilty of Perjury and Forgery, may 
be confined to theſe Houſes,during life, or for a certain term of years ; 
whereby they may have the opportunity to be retormed and made ht 
for anothcr world before they die : and in the mcan time to ſerve the 
Publick , bcing able by their labour to maintain as many more as 
themſelves. _. 

5. That all Debtors im Priſon, not able to pay thcir Debts, or 
maintain themſelves ( whereof there are many hundreds ready to 
ſtarve, having but three haltpence a day, and what they can beg, to 
live on) may remove themſelves to this Hoſpital z where they may 
live comfortably and be inftruments for publick good. This I the ra- 
ther preſs for,for that I have obſerv'd ſuch doggedCruelties in ſome of 
our Priſons, where many poor famiſhing perſons have been..crouded - 
up in one little Room, without any thing, to lie on, ſave Straw, and 
that {6Fſeldom changed, that *twas become Muck, and onely fit to 
breed Vermine : And to aggravate their miſery, the Jaylor faſtned 
broad thin Plates of iron pent-houſe-wiſe acroſs the Grates of the 
Priſon, "to prevent thoſe who were charitably diſpoſed, that they 
tould not give them Beer through the Grates, but that they might 
be forced to drink his, and pay two pence for little more than a pint, 
This unmerciful Cruelty have I ſeen in our Nation 3 And were it not 
better to have ſo many people comfortably at work, than languiſhing 


thus under unconſcionable Oppreſfors ? .. 
Theſe are the perſons that may compoſe and fill up theſe Houſes. As for the 
od as bY orhnry Cloths, and other Circumſtances, | ſhall 
pot here particularize : Chriſts Hoſpital, or the like Foundation, may afford a good 
precedenr fot us to imitate : Onely as a thing moſt neceſſary for the Chriſtian E- 
ducation and Reformation of this great Faraily, ſpecial Care muſt be taken 
that a godly Minitter of a good kind diſpoſition and exemplary Converſation, be 
placed and maintained in each Hoſpital ; and that the Children be allow'd one hour 
an cach tare mmgrates ES | 
If any whether the Tnhbabirants of the reſpetive Houſes will be able to 


maintain my Anſwer is, I 1 CE FRI 
may by reaſonable , earn 18 4. a day 3 a woman 9#.0r 10 d. a day. Men or 
woinen, who are impotent, and can do nothing but fit ſhll and em hands, 


may earn with eaſe 8, 5, or 10 d. per day : Yea, any one that could earn 6 d. a day 
heretofore,ſhall in this Houſe as eaſily carn 9 d. or 10 d. a day. A Child of a mode- 
rate underſtatdding at four or five'years old, which coſt the Pariſh 1 5.64. or 25. per 
week keeping, may after two months teaching, carn 3 4. per day the firſFyear, the 
ſecond year 5, d. a day, the third. year 7 d. a day, and the fourth year 9 d, a day : 6 
that at nine years of age, they may earn more than. any woman-by the ſame Em- 
ploymene can do without the help of our Engine : So that all may live comfortably 
Sn (© tafie an Employment as cannot poſſibly do them hurt. And by this means all the 
Nation will ſuddenly be bred up to ſuch an excellent profitable way of Induftry,thar 


no Nation in the world can exceed us ; which without this Expedient, can never- 


' beeffeted with ſo much Expedition, Profit, and Eaſe. 

T Thus much I have propoſed, for the fatisfaftion (as I hope) of thoſe who are 
the moſt judicious ObjeRors, or at leaſt fo far, as that with their Correons, it 
may be made feazible and acceptable to the great Wiſdome of the Nation. In the 
mean. time I leave my Propoſals, as a Ship without Governour, running a drift 

the raging waves berween the higheſt Rocks, and the ſhallow Sands, 
attended with Storms, Calms, and Croiſ-winds ; yet laden with Treaſure ſuficiegr 
to enrich the whole Kingdom to that degree, that there may not be one mm 
Nation. Nay, I will that *tis more than 3000 /. a day loſt ro the Nation, 
for every day in the year, whilſt it is neglefted; 5 pong whart is of a far 
greater value, as may be more plainly demonſtrated, if defired. 


Now would I crave leave to a word or two to another ſort of te, whom. 


T cannot ſo properly call Objecors, as Oppoſers of my Propoſals, fince they are {6 
Cenſorious as to j rape Mpc rk they have read them, or know 
what my Reaſons are ; and fo regardleſs of the happy Reformation intended there- 
by, that they think it roo much to part with their unneceſſary ſelf-intereſt, and 
contribute a ſmall Aſſiſtance for improving the beſt and moſt profitable Expedi- 
ents, crying-out, The old way is beſt, and the work will be better done at bome b 
their own fires; (when perhaps the wood is ſtoln our of rheir Neighbours 
And that the Parents may beſt bring up their own Children.Though too true 1t 1 
inſtead dry + burn tmifiry 20 carm chair Living at five or fix years 
old, and to be 1 in good manners both towards God and man, they now 
ny or or ihe yoors d learn of their Parent to curſe, ſwear, lye, beg and 
until they be fourteen Jane ge; es Red to vice, that 
are not fit for a good man to take into his » And thus from Generation 
ro on Have they been, and are 
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they be. for i "a0 good rafn Res be againſt ir. | BETS bow woe; 
for my own rather had I be 4 imple objett of Chrny like Lazarus a Beggar 
at the door of the Rich, than to be a rich man without Char dt 7 eyes 
in the flames of Hell. What will it profit a man'to keep Ni ney fn ct, 
when God ſhall certainly make him miſerable*for' not improving of it ? F it Hor 
an infallible Truth, that vo good man can poſſibly be unc le ; and alf6 that 
no bad man ſhall cher into the Rin ran of Aeaven ? How necefſary then 1s it 
for thee to be found inthy Stewardſhips improving thy Talent-while thou may 
that ſo.chou mayeſt be an obje& of mercy in that day when Almighty God 
accepr of thy Account, and ſay, Weil done, good and faithful ſervant, thou haſt 
been faithful 1n few things, thou ſhalt be Ruler over many Ciries : Thou didſt nor 
hide thy Talent in a Napkin : Thou haſt been a Father to the fatherlefs, an Huſ- 
band to the widow, in their diſtreſs and poverty : Thoa haſt fed the hungry, clo- 
thed, the naked, made ſuch comfortable Provition for their Children, a "their 
COR Children, that none ” them ſhall beg their brad, or want an Habitationz 


ends of this or pag pe  Vogen me to believe they will nor. wanting to con- - 
"ang their aſſiſtance, whereby to encourage thoſe who are theit Spiritual 


Tf any ſhall poor and ſay, Such a defigne would have beeh certainly embraced 
and proſecuted, had you propoſed ir, in the Generation 0 pa; ;. but 15 not {© proper 
for, i 75 40 have AG. I defire to know the obſtacle, at whole door 


Peoples in any 3 
woke Promoter of ey Ri of 
ticular have expreſt rhemſetves att with 4 Ulky of the Deſign: div 

excrend Prelates _ Divines have declared their great and unanimous Zeal for 
promoting the work Fx not a few worthy roo oboe o& phy 
mons are convince no other expedient 'd can (© certainly, peedily 
.and caſuly accompliſh 3 ap: Gard, 5d why then may not this this Age 
be 45 proper = the ogs for hopeful Plage wo. wriſh in, under ſo many 
ng Influences, 


cher mY 
"Howbert with, aff humble fubmidfion T'Yefe the fre hd all" eHar Thave Taid, 
to the favourable Conſtru and grave Co! 10 ad fee Fac 
ion ;' ro diret_ their their Enter- 


the Nation ; 'beſeeching God .h ul 
Priles, 45 may make moſt tor his Glory nnd he Front 
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